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It is known that the ancestors of the Chuvashs descended from Turkic nomads 
who, in the first years of the Christian Era, had immigrated to the West from middle 
Asia and then moved off to Eastern Europe, after living in the North Caucasus for a 
while. Bulgarians, whose name first appeared in the year 4821 (noted as Onogur Turks 
in Byzantine documents), lived in Eastern Europe in disorganized clans, and established 
states in various times. The native people of the Middle Volga and Ural regions were 
gathered in Fin-Ugor communities. Starting in the first years of Christians era, many 
Turks came to this region from West Siberia and the South Urals. Between the second 
and fourth centuries, Huns living in the Volga-Cholman region were the very first Turks 
to be documented. It is thought that some part of Fin-Ugors were Turkified during this 
period.2 Unogurs, who are considered to be the ancestors of Bulgarians, occupied West 
Siberia and spread up to Middle Volga in the first years of Christian Era.3 Later on, 
Unogurs joined them and became a part of the huge Hun Throng.4 

This huge Hun Throng, lead by Attila, started to collapse after his death in 453. 
Attila’s son Irnek managed to hold the Hun clans together for some more time. Hun 
clans named Sharagur, Ugor and Onogur were said by Byzantine history writers to have 
settled on the land between the Tuna and Volga rivers North of the Black Sea. Some of 
the clans were lead by Irnek in 453. Irnek’s sovereignty didn’t last long among the 
clans. The empire fell apart rapidly. The two big Turk clans under this emperor, the 
Kutrigur and the Utigurs, immigrated to a region close to the Azach Sea. 

The name “Bulgar” is accepted to have come from the verb root “bulga”, which 
means “mixed” or “to become part of”. Bulga is the common name of these two clans. 
These two clans, which are also mentioned with the name Onogur, were the first clans 
that spoke Western Turkic (Western Hunish), which is only spoken by Chuvashs today. 
During the relations of the Kutrigur and Utigurs with the Byzantine Government, it is 
known that the Byzantines sent missionaries and translated the Bible into the Onogur-
Bulgar language.5 However, neither these translations, nor any other documents related 
to this language reached present day. Because the Byzantines made war continuously, 
the Kutrigurs immigrated to the West and Utigurs to the east of the Azach Sea (Kuban 
region) in order to protect their borders at the end of the sixteenth century. In the year 
555, Utigur Bulgarians settled in a region close to Caucasus. At the same time, the 
Avars, who were of the Mongol origin, were escaping from the pressure of II. East 
Turkic Khakans passed Volga in 552 and went to Europe. In 567, having Hungarian 
land as their center, they took other communities under sovereignty. The reason for 
Kutrigur and Utigurs’ immigration is said to have been the Avars. 
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Kutrigur and Utigurs founded separate states afterwards and lived in Dnyper, and 
settled in the Tuna region with the permission of the Byzantines. The Byzantines had to 
come to a solemn agreement with the Kutrigurs, lead by Asparuh, that passed Tuna, and 
they invaded Dobruca. In this way, the Tuna Bulgarian State was officially accepted. 
During Asparuh’s son Terves’ leadership, relations with the Byzantines developed. 
After Tervel Tvirem Khan (718-721) had died, Sevar (721-736), Kormisoş (737-754), 
Sovineh (754-760), Teleç (760-763), Savinos (763-765), Umor (May 765-June 765) 
ruled the country in turn. During Telerig’s leadership, there was chaos in the country. 
Kardam (777-803) put an end to the chaos. The Tuna State had the most successfull 
period during Krum Khan’s (803-814) leadership. Krum Khan invaded Istanbul in 813, 
but couldn’t conquer the city because of his sudden death. The country went forward 
economically and culturally during the rule of Krum Khan’s son Omurtag (814-832). 
During Boris’s period who ruled the country from 852 to 890, after Malamyr had ruled 
from 831 to 836, the Bulgarians accepted Christianity as their official religion in 864. 

 Greek Priests started to baptize people. The Bulgarian Church stayed with a priest 
who was independent from the Byzantines, and the two states signed a solemn 
agreement of thirty years. During Boris’s son Simeon’s period, from 893 to 927, 
Balkans and Bulgarians became Slavic Christians. The Bulgarian Turkic exploitation by 
South Slavonic was forgotten. After Simeon, the country divided into two parts and 
become a Byzantine State during Yoannis’s leadership. In 1018, Bulgaria was entirely 
under Byzantine rule, and the Bulgarian Tuna State didn’t exist any more. The written 
documents from Bulgarian Tuna are: 

1. Tuna Bulgarian Khakans lists (Umor period 765). 

2. Only one sentence notes which priest Tudor Doksov wrote (907) in the 
translation papers of Saint Athanasius’s Sermon’s. 

3. The very first Bulgarian inscription in Nagy-Szent-Miklos’s treasure. 

4. Turkic sentences and idioms in the very first Bulgarian inscriptions. 

5. Ethnic names in Bulgarian Turkic in Byzantine written sources. 

6. The borrowed words in Bulgarian from old Church Slavonic language (T. 
Tekin 1987b: 12). 

As mentioned above, after the separation of Kutrigur and Utigurs, Utigurs settled 
to the east of Azak Sea in a region named Kuban. At the end of sixth century6 the reason 
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of Kuban Bulgarians coming to the Middle Volga region, they met Turkified Fin-Ugors 
and native Fin-Ugor people whose origin were Huns. Because the second East Turk 
Khakans settled in the Middle Asia, reached Volga borders, and Volga Bulgarians were 
dependent on Khakans. 

We have very little knowledge about the position of Volga Bulgarians between 
the seventh and the ninth centuries. It is only known that they lived under Khazarian 
sovereign like Kutrigurs (Tuna Bulgarians). It is also known that in this same century. 
Volga Bulgarians had trade relations with Muslim countries and these relations with the 
Muslim countries and these relations spread from Iran to Harzem (Kurat 1949a: 782). 
Since their land was appropriate for farming, they were very successfull in agriculture. 
Since of the trade relations of Bulgarians with Islamic countries, Islam started to spread. 
Towards the end of the nineteenth century, they are seen as a farming and Merchant 
community with mosques and schools. Also at the end of this century, Ibn-i Fadlan was 
among the ambassadors commitee that Baghdad Caliph sent to Bulgarian sovereign 
Almush (920-921) (Kurat 1949a: 783). Fadlan, after returning to his country wrote a 
book telling his memories and impressions about Volga Bulgarians (Kurat 1949a: 783). 
During this period of time, Volga Bulgarians were under the sovereignty of Hazarians 
and their capital was a Bulgarian city that was 6.5 km from Volga. The relations of 
Bulgarian cities with Muslim countries continued in the eleventh and the twelfth 
centuries. 

Russian-Bulgarian relations were first registered in a Russian document in 985 
(Kurat 1949a: 789). Vladimir’s attack on Bulgarians is narrated in this document. Then 
peace was made and a trade agreement was signed between Russia and the Bulgarians 
in 1006 (Kurat 1949a: 789). At the time Genghis Khakan’s armies invaded West of the 
land of Turkomans, a Mongolian help lead by Subutay and Cebe passed the Caucasus. 
After defeating the Kypcaks and Russians, they went towards the Caspian Sea to join 
the Mongolian forces, but were killed by Bulgarians, who tricked them. In the spring of 
1236, the Mongolian Turkic Army led by Batuhan started to attack the Bulgarians, and 
in the autumn of 1237 the conquered the Volga Bulgarian State. The Bulgarian Capital 
was destroyed. Bulgarian Khakan continued to govern after the foundation of the 
Golden Horde State. The Bulgarian Capital was built up and restored again, but it 
couldn’t gain its previous importance, because Saray, the capital of the Golden Horne, 
became an important trade center. The Bulgarians, who escaped to the North, founded 
Kazan. Ulug Muhammet Khan founded the Kazan Khakanate in 1437. The Bulgarian 
Capital lost its importance entirely. 

In the fourteenth century, the Golden Horne State weakened and was separated 
into small states. Kazan Khakanate, which was founded in the fifteenth century, 
comprised today’s Chuvashia. After the collapse of Kazan Khakanate, Russian Czar 
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Dreadful Ivan in 1552 started to control the region. We encounter the Chuvash name in 
Russian sources written in the first half of this century. Chuvashs, who were forced to 
pay protection money to Russia, lost all the land they had possessed. Very poor 
villagers quit farming, which was their tradition, and started to work as laborers or as 
transporters on the Volga River. Some left the region while looking for a job, some 
immigrated to Turkey7. 

By 1650, the Chuvashes had united with the Moscow Government. The Chuvash 
region was shared by the Simbirsk and Kazan States in the seventeenth century8. 

Beginning in the nineteenth century, Chuvashs acquainted Islam and the became 
Muslims, while they were under control of the Golden Horde State, but in the following 
years, with the intense influence of Russia, they started accept Christianity and contrary 
to the Tatars, most of them werw baptized. With this purpose, Russians tried to translate 
The Bible to Chuvashian. They prepared a grammar ib Chuvashian to teach the 
language to missionaries. The first grammar was prepared in 1769. Afterwards, 
religious texts were translated in Chuvashian. The Eastern Languages Faculty of Kazan 
University initiated the language research. With this innovation, a series of studies were 
made in the beginning of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Also V. P. 
Vishnevskiy’s grammar and dictionary was published. 

At the beginning of twentieth century, there were developments against the 
government. In March 1917, a Soviet force was formed in Cheboksary, and this spread 
thoroughout Chuvashisthan in May 1918. During this civil war, opposite fractions were 
in conflict continuously. At last, the Bolshevics gained control, and a Chuvash 
Autonomous Region was formed whitin the structure of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics on June 24, 1920. On April 21, 1925, the regions’s name was changed to the 
Chuvash Autonomous Socialist Republic (Chuvash ASSR)9. In 1990, after the 
disintegration of The Soviet Union, they accepted the name Chuvash Republic, and 
joined the Russian Federation. 

CHUVASHIA 

Chuvashia is 600 km east of Moscow, in Middle Volga. There is also the Mari 
Republic in the North and northwest, the Tatar Republic in the North and northwest, the 
Tatar Republic in the easr, and the Mordvin Republic in the southwest. 

The area of this region is 18,300 square kilometers. The capital is Cheboksary in 
the Russian and Shupashcar in the Chuvash language. The population of Cheboksary 
according to a 1979 census is 308,000. There are 9 cities and 6 settled regions. 
According to a 1979 census, this population of Chuvashia was 1,298,611. There were 
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887,738 Chuvashes, 37,573 Tatars, 338,150 Russians and 35,150 of who were of other 
groups living in the region. 

According to the same count, the regional population of Chuvashs was 1,751,336. 
Of those, 887,738 lived in Chuvashia, 147,088 lived in Tataristhan, 12,344 lived in 
Bashcurdisthan, and 532,677 in the Russian Federation. Tataristhan and Bashcurdisthan 
are not included in this total. About 6,519 of them lived in other regions of the former 
Soviet Union10. 

CHUVASH WITHIN THE TURKIC LANGUAGE FAMILY 

Among Turkic languages, Chuvashian has a special place because of its closeness 
to the Mongolian and Fin-Ugur languages. For this reason, it has taken quite a lot of 
argument to prove that Chuvashian is a Turkic language. 

Although in 1828, Klaproth who in his work Comparasion de la Langue des 
Tchouvaches Avec les Idioms Turks and Schott, in 1841 in his doctorate thesis “De 
Lingua Tschuwaschorum” pointed out that Chuvashian was a Turkic language, Radloff 
(1882: 90) asserted the contrary (1924b: 775-776). Which is follows: 

1. Step: Turkic words were spoiled; Gen.Tu. a> Chuv. ı: Gen.Tu.=ķarın 
(stomach)> Chuv. hırǐm.    

2. Step: It took time for Chuvashian to take the Turkic sounds properly; Gen.Tu. 
a> Chuv. u: Gen.Tu. ķarındaş (brother/sister)> Chuv. hurǐntaş. 

3. Step: Chuvashian entirely Turkified. Turkic words are taken exactly the same 
way. Tu. a=Chuv. a. Chuv. karǐntǐk “diaphragm; window”<Tat. karǐntǐk (old tents 
windows were made of abdominal skin). 

Radloff was not the only one who thought the same way. Levesque and Castrén 
also believed that Chuvashes were Turkified Fin-Ugors. 

Chuvashian and its place were often argued in the twentieth century. Asmarin 
(1898: 19) and V. Grønbech (1902) compared Chuvashian forms with the Turkic forms. 
They stated that although Chuvashian receded from the old forms, it kept some of old 
characteristics. 

Also, the relation between Chuvashian and Mongolian was one of the subjects 
that was discussed in this period. Németh was the first to oppose the Turkic-Mongolian 
language structure relation (1912: 549-576), later on (1913-14: 244) he accepted the 
language structure relation. He said Chuvashian carries both Turkic and Mongolian 
characteristics, and this sometimes comes out in the same word. Németh thought the 
common characteristics of Chuvashian and Mongolian manifested themselves because 
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of mutual influence between the two languages. In fact, Mongolians and Chuvashes 
never had a common geography and history. 

 Gombocz (1912: 188) said Chuvashian and Mongolian both followed an identical 
way and this formed a mutual influence between these two Turkic languages. 

The most detailed studies about the position of Chuvashian was made by 
Ramstedt and his student Poppe. Ramstedt in his famous article (1922: 3-34) considered 
Chuvashian, Turkic and Mongolian had a direct relation with each other. All the Turkic 
languages had the same dialect. Chuvashian has a different dialect. 

Ramstedt determined that, in general, Turkic “z/ş”=Chuvashian “r/l” equalities; 
“r” and “l” phonemics are primary, there is also “r” and “l” in Mongolian which is the 
same situation. Ramstedt’s point of view on the subject can be summarized as follows: 
In General Turkic, the letters “z” and “ş” are the same as “r” and “l” in the same words 
in Mongolian and Manchu-Tungus, as it is in Chuvashian. Chuvashian is a Turkic 
language, but Manchu-Tungus and Mongolian certainly aren’t Turkic. For this reason, 
we can’t think of a transition of the Turkic “z” phonemic to Chuvashian-Manchu-
Tungus-Mongolian. Likewise, we can’t think of a transition from Turkic “ş” to the 
Chuvashian-Manchu-Tungus-Mongolian “l” (1922: 26-28). There can not be an 
independent Rotasizm or Lambdasizm realized in these languages (1922: 26-28). 

Ramstedt was the first researcher who pointed otu that many Altai equalities and 
Mongolian (first letters) “n-, ń-, d-, c-, y-” phonemics match each other. 

After Ramstedt, the position of Chuvashian was discussed by his student Poppe 
(1924b: 775-777, 1974: 136). There are some points on which Poppe doesn’t agree with 
Ramstedt. He brought up the fact that Chuvashian was an independently progressed 
language, and although it carried old characteristics, it is also carried Bulgarian sound 
order as the third member of Altai language family that goes to Bulgarian Turkic as its 
main language. In Proto Turkic “z” and “ş” sound separated in Proto Chuvashian as “r” 
and “l” sound. Chuvashian is older than Proto and General Turkic, on the bases of the 
main structure and especially the oldness in the form and knowledge characteristics and 
vocabulary. 

CHUVASH LANGUAGE 

Bulgarian Turks who were the ancestors of Chuvashians were the first Turkic clan 
that immigrated to the West. They got separated from the Middle Asia Turkic 
community. This immigration is thought to have happened at the beginning of the 
Christian Era. For this reason, Chuvashian among the Turkic languages, is the oldest 
and represents Turkic all by itself. 

Because Chuvashian was separated from the unity of the Turkic language in the 
period of first Turkic, which was a “r/l” language; it goes to Proto Chuvashian which is 



a “r/l” language; on the other hand, all the Turkic dialects go to Proto Turkic which is a 
z/ş dialect. From this phonemic series, r/l are older than z and ş, for there are r and l 
instead of z and ş in the Mongolian-Manchu-Tungus and Korean languages, and in the 
World which past the Chuvashian from, Hungaria. For example: Chuv. śur “ilk yaz, 
ilkbahar (spring)”<Proto Chuv. *yār<First Tu. *yār=Proto Tu. yāz, Middle Tu. yāz, 
Trkm. yāz, Yak. sās, Halach. yāªz=Mo. niray “fresh”<nāray=Even. nelke 
“spring”=Manchu. ńarħun “yeşil (green)”=Ko. nyerim “yaz (summer)”<*ńar-ım=Hung. 
nyár [ńār] “yaz (summer)”; Old Chuv. *kölek> Hung. kölyök [köl’ök] “wolf 
cub”=Trkm. kȫşek “camel calf”=Mo. gölige “wolf cub”. 

Chuvashian carries characteristics of Mongolian, Manchu-Tungus, Turkic and 
also Fin-Ugor languages. For this reason, proving that Chuvashian was a Turkic 
language took long arguments. In the middle of the last century, V. Radloff considered 
Chuvashian a Fin-Ugor language, which was Turkified throughout many years. This 
argument continued at the beginning of the twentieth century. G. Y. Németh thought 
that there was a lineage relationship between Chuvashian and Mongolian. Z. Gombocz 
also stated that Chuvashian and Mongolian followed the same pattern and built a bridge 
between Mongolian and Turkic languages. 

Chuvashian is a r/l language (inside and end of the word) which was already 
mentioned above. Examples about the most distinctive phonetic characteristics of 
Chuvashian are also given above. The other characteristics of the Chuvashian phonetic 
are: d which is changed to y, z, t sounds are protected as d in the words or at the end of 
the words, has changed to r sounds in the dialects which are developed from Proto 
Turkic. (Chuv. hĩrhü “sadness, anxiety”<*ķadķu=Old Tu. ķadġu, Tu. kaygı; Chuv. yar- 
“to send”<*id-=Old Tu. ıd-); before i sound “t” change “ç”, “s” change “ş” (Chuv. çĩrĩ 
“live, alive”<*tįrig=Old Tu. tirig, Tu. diri; Chuv. şĭna “blow fly”<*sįŋek=Middle Tu. 
siŋek, Tu. sinek); word initial “y” sound changes to “ś” (Chuv. śul “road”<*yol=Old 
Tu. yol, Tu. yol); “ç” in all positions changes to “ś” (Chuv. uś- “to open”<*aç-=Old Tu., 
Tu. aç-, Chuv. viśĩ “three”<*ǖç), open e sound mostly a, closed ė sound mostly i,,,,    ĩ 
(Chuv. tar- “to run away”<*ter-=Old Tu., Tu. tez-> *ter-, Chuv. pillĩk “5”<*bė̄l=Proto 
Tu. bė̄ş, Old Tu. bė̄ş, Tu. beş); before the first sound lip vowels mostly changes to v 
(Chuv. var “öz”<*ȫr=Gen.Tu. öz, Chuv. vĩs- “to fly”<*uç-=Old Tu., Tu. uç-); primery 
long vowels cause to changes without any rule (Chuv. kĭvapa “belly”<*kȫpek=Trkm. 
gȫbek, Tu. göbek, Chuv. çul “stone”<*tial<tāl=Trkm. dāş, Chuv. tul 
“external”<*tal=Old Tu. taş, Tu. dış), Chuv. şur “sedgy, slough, swampy”<*siar<*sār 
(> Hung. sár [şār] “mud”)=Trkm. sāzlıķ “sedgy, rush-bed”, Tu. saz “marsh plant”). 

CHUVASH ALPHABET 

A a a   

Ă ă ĭ 

Ъ б b 

В b v 



Г г g 

Д д d 

Е е ye 

Ё ё yo 

Ĕ ĕ į 

Ж ж j 

З з z 

И и i 

Й й y 

К к k 

Л л l 

М м m 

Н н n 

О о o 

П п p 

С с s 

Ç ç ś 

Т т t 

У у u 

Ў ў ü 

Ф ф f 

Х х h 

Ц ц ts 

Ч ч ç 

Ш ш ş 

Щ щ şç 

ъ 

Ы ы ı 

ь 

Э э e- 

Ю ю yu 

Я я ya 

 

PHONETICS 

VOWELS 

The distinctive properties of the Chuvash language vowels are the special 
indications caused by the primary syllables and distinguishable *e/*ė sounds. This is 
why, it is accepted that there are eighteen vowels for the Proto Chuvash language. 

ProtoProtoProtoProto    Chuv.Chuv.Chuv.Chuv. *ā: *ā: *ā: *ā: Proto Chuvash *ā vowel, generally changed as u, ı, ĭ sounds with 
*a sounds in the first syllable. These different indications are tried to be explained with 
the assumption and stress of two different *a sounds under the effect of the latter u, ı, l, 
r, y sounds. a> u interchange is generally seen in the borrowed words. However, the u 
and ı sounds in place of the a vowel are seen in both native and borrowed words. From a 
different point of view, *ā was changed as u and *a was changed as y. These words do 
not have the same lenght as those of the other Turkic languages. It is understood that 



change of *ā, a> u in Chuvash language was a long period and the primary sound of the 
u sound which emerged in the early period changed as y just like the primary vowel. 

 Proto Chuv. *ā> Chuv. u, y, ĭ; *ārıġ “clean”> ırĭ, *āsıġ “advantage”> usĭ, *āŋ 

“mind, memory”> ĭn. 

 Special indications caused by the *ā vowel in the Proto Chuvash language are: 

y- insertion, front gutturalization: *āçı- “to get a bitter taste, to get a sour taste”> 

*iaçı-> *yaçı-> *yeçi-> *yüś-. 

v- insertion: *āç- “to get hungry”> ōç-> vıś-. 

t-> ç-: *tāl “stone”> *tial> *çal> çul. 

s-> ş-: *sārıġ “yellow”> *siarıġ> *şarı> şurĭ, şur “white”. 

ķ> ø> y-: *ķāl- “to stay”> *ħāl-> *āl-> *ial-> *yal-> yul-. 

Vowel insertion at the end of the word: *sāġ “right”> sıvĭ. 

Proto Chuv. *a: Generally changed as u in the first syllable and less frequently as 

ı, ĭ sounds. *bar- “to arrive”> pur-, *tol- “to fill up”> tul-, *ķara “black”> hura, *ķap- 

“to grab”> hıp-, *ķamıl “bamboo”> hĭmĭl. 

There are some examples of *a being gutturalized: *yaŋı “new”> śĩnĩ, *saç 

“hair”> śüś, *baġır “chest”> piver. 

In Proto Chuvash, *a vowel was preserved except the first the syllable or changed 
as ĭ sound: *ķaran “caldron”> huran, kāńaķ “cream”> hĭyma, *ķāpaķ “cover”> hupĭ. 

 *a sound except the first syllable is seen as i, ĩ, e in the front guttural words: 

*buğday “wheat”> pĭri, *saçaķ “roof tree”> süśĩ, *ķuńal “sun”> hĩvel. 

Proto Chuv. ė̄: *ė̄ vowel that can only be in the first syllable generally changed 

as i, ĩ sounds in the Chuvash language and less frequently as a sound just like the *ē, *e 

vowels: *ė̄ki “two”> VB eki> ikkĩ, *ė̄r “early”> ir, *yė̄- “to eat”> śi-, *ė̄kir “twin”> 

yĩkĩr, *ė̄lik “threshold”> alĭk, *ė̄n “widht”> an, *kė̄ç “night”> kaś. 

Special indications caused by the *ė̄ vowel in the Chuvash language are: 

y- insertion: *ė̄l “country”> yal. 

Tri-vocalization: *yė̄t- “yedekte götürmek”> śavĭt-. 

Vowel insertion at the end of the word: *yė̄ŋ “sleeve”> śanĭ. 



Proto Chuv. *ė: It is only in the first syllable. It did not cause special indications 

just like the *ė̄ vowel. It was generally changed as i, ĩ sounds: *ėşid- “to hear”> itle-, ilt-

, *yėr “ground”> śir, *yėgirmi “twenty”> śirĩm, *yėt- “to suffice”> śit-. 

ProtoProtoProtoProto    Chuv. *ē: Chuv. *ē: Chuv. *ē: Chuv. *ē: *ē vowel, which can only be found in the first syllable in the 
Proto Chuvash language, is regularly changed as the a vowel: *ētük “boots”> atĩ, *bēr 
“gland”> par, *kēkir- “to burp”> kakĭr-, *kēb- “to chew”> *kēb-le-> kav-le-. 

Special indications caused by the *ē vowel are: 

y- insertion: *ēŋek “cheek”> yanah “chin”. 

Proto Chuv. *e: *e sound of the Proto Chuvash language changed as a vowel 

except in the first syllable and some other conditions it was preserved except the first 

syllable: *ek- “to plant”> ak-, *elig “hand”> alĭ, egir- “to spin”> avĭr-, *seb- “to love”> 

sav-, *elgek “griddle”> Chuv. ala, *kele- “to talk”> kala-, *çeçek “flower”> śeśke, 

*üleç- “to share”> valeś-. 

 Proto Chuv. ī: ī vowel that can only be in the first syllable in the Proto Chuvash 

language generally changed as i, ĩ sounds as front guttural as and sometimes it changed 

as ı, ĭ. There are few *ī vowels which do not cause special indications in the Chuvash 

language: *çīpġan “pustule”> śĭpan, sīlç- “to swell”> şıś-. 

Special indications caused by the *ī vowel in the Proto Chuvash language are: 

y- insertion: *īd- “to send away”> *yıd-> *yır-> yar-, *ķīn “stipule”> *yini> yĩnĩ, 
*īŋır “saddle”> *yınır> *yinir> yĩnĩr, *bīt “cootie”> pıytĭ. 

Becoming front guttural: *ķīr “girl”> hĩr, *tīn “breath”> çĩm, ķīn “stipule”> yĩnĩ, 
*īduķ “sacred”> yĩrĩh. 

Vowel insertion at the end of the word: *īt “dog”> yıtĭ, *īr “folk song”> yurĭ. 

Proto Chuv. *ı: It changed as ĩ, i sounds after becoming front guttural except the 

first syllable: *tırŋak “nail”> çĩrne, ķıl “winter”> hĩl, ķıs- “to put down”> hĩs-, *bıŋ 

“thousand”> pin, *ķır “gray”> hĩr, *kadıŋ “beech”> hurĭn, *balık “fish”> pulĭ, *āçıġ 

“bitter”> yüśĩ. 

*ı> a change also be seen with the effect of stress except the first syllable: *aġır 

“mouth”> śĭvar. 

*ı loss can also be seen except the first syllable: *ķurı- “to dry”> hĭr-, *talıķ “to 

exit”> tuh-, *ķılıç “sword”> hĩś.�

Proto Chuv. įįįį: It generally changed as ĩ, i sounds: *įç “iç”> ĩś, *tįrig “alive”> 

çĩrĩ, *tįn “checkrein”> çĩn. 



Rear guttural *į phoneme is most common: *įk “candidiasis”> yĭh, *įreŋe 

“impost”> yĭrana, *tįl ~ *sįl “tooth”> şĭl, *sįd- “to pee”> şĭr-. 

Special indications caused by the į vowel are:  

y- insertion: *įk “iğ”> yĩke, *įn “in, yuva”> yĩnĩ, *įr “iz” (trace)> yĩr. 

Vowel insertion at the end of the word: *įk “iğ”> yĩke, *įn “cave, lair”> yĩnĩ, *bįr 

“one”> pĩrre, pĩr. 

As another example *ĩ> a: *tĩrek “backbone”> çarak. 

Proto Chuv. *i: It is shown as the į, i phonemes just like the *ĩ phoneme: *til- “to 

split”> çĩl-, *titre- “to shiver”> çĩre-, *iŋek “cow”> ĩne, *bil- “to know”> pĩl-, *iç- “to 

drink”> ĩś-. 

 Becoming front guttural of *i phoneme is very common: *siŋek “blow fly”> şĭna, 
*sipir “broom”> şĭpĭr, *siŋir “tendon”> şĭnĭr, *siŋük “bone”> şĭmĭ, *sil- “to delete”> 
şĭl-, *sirke “nitty”> şĭrka.  

*i phoneme except the first syllable generally shown as ĭ depending on the change 
of ĩ and regular change of e> a in the Chuvash language: yė̄ti “seven”> śiççĩ, *sekir 
“eight”> sakĭr, *elig “hand”> alĭ, *elik “threshold”> alĭk. 

Drop of the *i phoneme except the first syllable can also be seen: *teri “skin”> tir, 

*ķalçi- “to scratch”> hıś-.�

ProtoProtoProtoProto    Chuv. ō:Chuv. ō:Chuv. ō:Chuv. ō: There are different indications according to the place, the first or 
secondary sound in the first syllable. When it is in the first sound, it inserted a v- sound 
in front of itself just like the other vowel and this is independent from the vowel 
quantity: ōr- “harvest”> vır-, *ōn “ten”> vunnĭ, vunĭ, vun; *ōyun “game”> vĭyĭ, ōtuŋ 
“wood”> vutĭ, *ōt “fire”> vut. 

When it is the second sound, ō> u, y, ĭ: *bōń “neck”> mĭy, *bōl- “to be”> pul-, 
*yōl “road”> śul, *sōra- “to ask, to seek”> şıra-. 

Special indications caused by the *ō vowel in the Proto Chuvash language are: 

s-> ş- change: *sōra- “to ask, to seek”> *siura-> *şura-> şıra-, *tōŋ- ~ *sōŋ-> 
*siun-> şĭn-. 

Becoming front guttural: *yōrı- “to walk”> śüre-. 

Proto Chuv. *o: It is shown with the insertion of the v- or ı, ĭ, u phonemes when 

it is in the first syllable or is the first sound, and with the ĭ, u phonemes when it is the 

second sound: *orta “middle”> vĭta, *otur “thirty”> vĭtĭr, *ot “grass”> vutĭ, *oŋ- “to get 



better”> ĭŋ-, *ok “arrow”> uhĭ, *oġul “son”> ıvĭl, *ķoŋur “bug”> hĭmĭr, *ķod- “to put”> 

hur-. 

Sometimes, when it is the first sound *o> ø: *olur- “oturmak”> lar-. 

Proto Chuv. ȫ: The lenght of the primary *ȫ phoneme can be seen in the 

Chuvash language. It changed as avĭ, ĭva (~> va) phrases through becoming rear 

guttural in the first and second sound: *ȫs- “to blow”> *öys-> *öyüs-> avĭs-, *ȫt- “to 

warble”> *öyt-> *öyüt-> avĭt-, *ȫr “own, self”> *öyr> *öyür> *ĭvar> var, *ȫt 

“choler”> *öyt> *öyüt> *ĭvat> vat, *kȫpek “belly”> *köybek> *köyübe> kĭvapa, *kȫk 

“sky, blue”> *köyk> *köyük> kĭvak, *kȫr “cinders”> *köyr> *köyür> kĭvar, *tȫrt 

“four”> *töyrt> *töyürt> tĭvatĭ.  

ȫ phoneme is shown as ü in some words: *kȫl “lake”> külĭ, *bȫl- “to split”> pül-. 

Proto Chuv. *ö: It is shown as v- insertion when in the second sound in the first 

syllable and as u, ü, ĭ, ĩ phonemes when in the second sound in the: *öl- “to die”> vil-, 

*ört- “to robe”> vit-, *öğren- “to learn”> vĩren-, *çöp “garbage”> śüpĩ, śüp, *kök 

“base”> kĭk, *kökür “chest”> kĭkĭr, *köŋül “soul, heart”> kĭmĭl, *tök- “to pour”> tĭk-, 

*kör- “to see”> kur-. 

Proto Chuv. ū: It is seen with y- or v- insertions in the first sound of the first 

syllable: *ū> yĭ- (~śĭ-, śı-): *ūn “flour”> *iun> *yun> *yunuk> śĭnĭh, *ūdı- “to sleep”> 

*yūrı-> *yuvrı-> *yuwur-> śıvĭr-, *ūya “lair”> *yuya> yĭva. 

*ū-> vĭ-, vĩ-, vu-: *ūrulç- “to argue, to fight”> vĭrś-, *ūç “three”> vĩś, *ūlı- “to 
woof”> vula-. 

*ū phoneme was changed as y, ĭ phonemes and ĭva phrase in the second sound of 
the first syllable: *yūŋ “yün”> śĭm, *sūb “water”> şĭv, *tūr “salt”> tuyr> tuyur> tuvur> 
tĭvar. 

Special indications caused by the *ū vowel in the Proto Chuvash language are: 

*s-> ş-: *sub “water”> siuw> şıv. 

Proto Chuv. *u: It changed as vĭ, vĩ phrases in the first sound of the first syllable, 

and as ĭ, ĩ vowels in the second sound: *uraķ “far away”> vĭrah, *uç- “to fly”> vĩś-, 
*ķulķaķ “ear”> hĭlha, *burçaķ> pĭrśa “chikpea, bean”, *bur “ice”> pĭr, *ķuńal “sun”> 

hĩvel, *bulut “cloud”> pĩlĩt. 

As an example *u-> ø: *ub- “to crumble”> va-n- “to crumble”, va-t- “to make 

crumble”. 

Except the first syllable, *u phoneme are shown with u, ĭ, ĩ vowels: *buraġu 

“calf”> pĭru, *ķoŋur “bug”> hĭmĭr, *bulut “cloud”> pĩlĩt. 



Proto Chuv. *ǖ: It changed as first vi, vĩ, va phrases in the first sound of the first 

syllable, and as ĩ vowel in the second sound: *ǖç “three”> viśĩ, *ǖr- “to woof”> vĩr-, 

*ǖlüg “share, stock”> val, valĭ, *yǖr “hundred”> śĩr, *tǖl “dream”> tĩlĩk, *tüp 

“bottom”> tĩp. 

Proto Chuv. *ü: It changed as vi, vĩ phrases in the first sound of the first syllable, 

and as ĩ, e vowels in the second sound and syllables other than the first: *ür “upper 

side”> vir, *üt- “to burn”> vĩt-, *yürek “heart”> çĩre, *kül “ash”> kĩl, *yürüg “ring”> 

śĩrĩ, *köŋül “heart”> kĭmĭl, *ölür- “to kill”> vĩler-. 

 Becoming rear guttural of the *ü phoneme is common: *süŋü “bayonet”> sĭnĭ 
“dard”, *ētük “boot”> atĭ. 

 CONSONANTS 

The most distinctive peculiarity of the Chuvash language consonants is that l and r 
Turkic sounds within and at the end of the word are preserved. The Chuvash language is 
similar to other Altai languages (Mongolian, Manchu-Tungus and Korean) due to this 
peculiarity and represents the Western Turkic language. These two sounds changed as ş 
and z sounds respectively in the Turkic languages (Eastern Turkic) other than the 
Chuvash language: 

Early Turkic l: *tāl “stone”> Chuv. çul, Mo. çilaġun, Gen.Tu. taş; Early Tu. ńāl 

“tears”> Chuv. śul, Mo. nilbusun, Gen.Tu. yaş. 

Early Turkic r: *sār “rush”> Chuv. şur “mud, slough”, Mo. siroġa, Gen.Tu. saz; 

*ńār “summer”> Chuv. śur, Mo. niray “fresh”, Gen.Tu. yaz, *semir “fatty”> Chuv. 

samĭr, Gen.Tu. semiz. 

Proto Chuv. *d: One of the distinctive peculiarities of the Chuvash language 

phonetics is that *d sound within or at the end of the word in the Proto Chuvash 

language changed as r except the cases where it is before the r sound. As known, this 

sound is d, t, z, y in other Turkic languages: *hadaķ “foot”> ura, *ķadıŋ “beech”> 

hurĭn, *ķadġu “sadness”> hĩrhü. However, in the *d-r scheme, *d sound changed as y: 

*adır- “to seperate”> uyĭr-, *adġır “stud”> ĭyĭr, *sıdır- “sıyırmak”> sıyır-. 

*d vowel changed as t at the end of the word, before the past time suffix, and 

sometimes by similarization to the t vowel of the suffix and after r, l, n vowels within or 

at the end of the word: *ėşid- “to hear”> ilt-, iltle-; *ķundur “beaver”> hĭntĭr, *kindik 

“belly”> kĩntĩk, *yol-da “on the road”> śul-ta, *ķır-da “on the rural area”> hir-te. 

Proto Chuv. *b-, *-b-: It changed as p- at the beginning of the word and as v 

within and at the end of the word: *bė̄ş “five”> pilĩk, *bār “existenz, belongs”> pur, 
*bė̄r- “to give”> par-, *bıŋ “thousand”> pin, *eb-le-n- “to marry”> avlan-, *seb- “to 

love”> sav-, *çebir- “to turn”> śavĭr-. 



Proto Chuv. *ç-, *-ç-, *-ç: It is always ś: *çöp “garbage”> śüpĩ, *çīpġan 

“pustule”> śıpan, *ǖç “three”> viśśi, aç- “to open”> uś-, *keç- “to pass”> kaś-, *köç- 

“to migrate”> kuś-. 

Proto Chuv. *-ġ-, *-ġ, *-g-, *g-: They generally fall except some examples in 

which it changed as v in inter-vowels cases: 

*ġ, *g> v: *sāġ “right”> sıvĭ, *oġul “son”> ĭvĭl, *baġır “chest”> pĩver, *tegir- “to 

turn”> tavĭr-. 

*ġ, *g> ø: *ķarġan “caldron”> huran, *ögren- “to learn”> vĩren-, *elig “fifty”> 

allĭ, *arıġ “clean”> ırĭ, *çerig “soldier”> śar, *sarıġ “yellow”> şurĭ, şur “white”. 

 Contraction: *küdegü “groom”> kĩrü, *boġar “throat”> pır, *buraġu “calf”> pĭru, 
*yėgirmi “twenty”> śirĩm. 

Proto Chuv. *ķķķķ-, *-ķķķķ-, *-ķķķķ: It generally changed as h- at the beginning of the 

word. However, in few examples ķ- fell and y- inserted because of the long vowel. 

*ķ-> h-: *ķıl “winter”> hĩl, *ķır “girl”> hĩr, *kar “goose”> hur, *ķatıġ “hard”> 

hıtĭ. 

*ķ-> ø> y-: *ķār “snow”> yur, *ķān> yun, *ķīn “stipule”> yĩnĩ, *ķīķīr- “to 

shout”> yıhĭr-, *ķānat “wing”> *ānat> *yunat> *śunat. 

*ķ-> ø: *ķaysıda “where”> ĭśta, *ķaysıdan “from where”> ĭśtan. 

*ķ consonant was preserved in cases where it is within the word and inter-vowels 

or changed as -hh- twin consonant: *toķur “nine”> tĭķĭr> tĭhhĭr, *saķır “resin”> suķĭr. 

It changed as h in cases where it is within the word or next to a consonant: 

*ķulķaķ “ear”> hĭlha, bulķan- “to blur”> pĭlhan-, *yumķaķ “floc”> śımha. 

*ķ consonant fell and changed as h. When falling occurs, primary ġ consonant can 

be used for the Proto Altai language: *burçaķ “tare”> pĭrśa, *bors “badger”> *purĭs> 

purşĭ. But; *baķ- “to look”> pĭh-, *ıduķ “sacred”> yĩrĩh, *āķ- “to flow”> yuh-. 

Proto Chuv. *k-, *-k-, *k-: It was preserved within and at the end of the word 

and changed as *ķ- consonant at the end of the word in some cases. It is also 

demonstrated as -kk- twin consonants within the word: *kele- “to talk”> kala-, *kȫpek 

“belly”> kĭvapa, *kümül “silver”> kĩmĩl, *kēkir- “to burp”> kakĭr-, *eke “sister”> akka, 

*sekir “eight”> sakĭr, *elik “threshold”> alĭk, *kȫk “sky”> kĭvak, *ētük “boot”> atĭ, 

*iŋek “cow”> ĩne, *siŋek “blow fly”> şĭna. 

Proto Chuv. *-m-, *-m: It was preserved in every cases: *kümül “silver”> kĩmĩl, 
*semir “fatty”> samĭr, kem “who”> kam, em- “to suck”> ĩm-. 



Proto Chuv. *-n-, *-n: It was preserved within the word: *ķundur “beaver”> 

hĭntĭr, *āntıķ- “to swear”> ĭntĭh-. 

It was preserved in the mentioned case or changed as -m: *kün “day”> kun, *ķān 

“blood”> yun, *ōn “ten”> vunnĭ, vun, *ķarın “belly, abdomen”> hırĭm, *bütün 

“whole”> pĩtĩm, *urun “long”> vĭrĭm, *tīn “breath, live”> çĩm. 

Proto Chuv. *-ŋ-, *-ŋ: It changed as n or m phonemes in any case: *iŋir 

“evening”> ĩner, *siŋek “blow fly”> şĭna, *bıŋ “thousand”> pin, *yėŋ “sleeve”> śanĭ, 

*ķoŋur “bug”> hĭmĭr, *köŋül “heart”> kĭmĭl, *süŋük “bone”> şĭmĭ, *yūŋ “wool”> sĭm, 

*toŋ “cold”> tĭm. 

Proto Chuv. *-ń-, *-ń: It changed as n or m by either treated as primary n 

phoneme or as y (~ø at the end of the word) or v by treated as primary y phoneme: 

*ķāńaķ “cream”> hĭyma, *tōń “mud”> tĭm, *kȫń- “to burn”> kü-, kĩv- “to get sour, to 

fermante (for milk)”, *bōń “neck”> mĭy, *ķōń “lap”> hü, hüm, hĩvĩ; *ķuńal “sun”> 

hĩvel. 

Proto Chuv. *-p-, *-p: It was preserved in any case: *kȫpek “belly”> kĭvapa, 

*çīpın “blow fly”> şĩpĩn, *ķāpar- “to swell”> hĭpar-, *tǖp “base, basis”> tĩp, *ķap- “to 

grab”> hıp-. 

Proto Chuv. *s-, *-s-, *-s: It was preserved in any case; however, it changed as ş 

before the primary and secondary ı, i sounds: *ses “sound”> sasĭ, *kes- “to cut”> kas-, 

*bas- “to push”> bus-. 

*siŋek “blow fly”> şĭna, *siŋir “tendone”> şĭnĭr, *sārıġ “yellow”> *siarıġ> şurĭ, 

*sār “rush”> *siar> şur “mud, slough”, *bors “badher”> *purĭs> purşĭ, *ama-si 

“her/his mother”> *amĭ-şĩ. 

Proto Chuv. *t-, *-t-, *-t: It was preserved in any case; however it changed as ç 

before the primary and secondary ı, i vowels: *teŋ “denk”> tan, *tap- “to kick”> tup-, 

*topraķ> tĭpra, *ētük “boots”> atĭ, *küntür “day”> kĩntĩr, otur “thirty”> vĭtĭr, ot 

“grass”> utĭ. 

*tĩrig “diri”> çĩrĩ, *tīn “breath, live”> çĩm, *til- “to slice”> çĩl-, *yė̄ti “seven”> 

śiççĩ. 

*t- consonant changed as ş over s in some cases: *tĩl “tooth”> *siġl> şĭl, *toŋ- “to 

freeze”> *soŋ-> şĭn-. 

Proto Chuv. *y-, *-y-, *-y: It changed as ś when placed at the beginning of the 

word: *yė- “to eat”> śi-, *yılan “snake”> śilen, *yār “spring”> śur. 

*y phoneme changed as -v- when placed next to primary lip vowels if within the 

word. In other cases, it was preserved (also next to secondary lip vowels): 



*-y-=-y-: kėyik “wild animal”> kayĭk, *ķayır “sand”> hĭyĭr, *bāyan “rich”> 

puyan, *yāyın “catfish”> śuyĭn, *tayaķ “support”> tuya. 

*-y-> -v-: *küye “moth”> kĩve, *koyuġ “dark”> yĭvĭ. 
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