
Introduction to Public Policy
Week 3 & 4

Policy-Making Actors
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ACTORS OF THE POLICY PROCESS/GAME

• Government

• Private Sector

• 3rd Sector (NGOs, NPOs)

• Citizens

• International organizations

• Media (Traditional and new)

• Lobbyists

• Think tanks



FORMAL ACTORS

• Operate with constitutional & legal legitimacy in institutional arenas
of policy

• Executive, legislative and judiciary

• Elected and appointed officials

• Politicians & bureaucrats

• Members of Parliament (MPs), mayors…



INFORMAL ACTORS/PLAYERS

• Experts and academics

• Lobbyists

• Citizen activists

• Political consultants

• Interest groups

• Media

• Think tanks



Question

• What are the roles played & responsibilities undertaken by the
following policy actors during the COVID-19 Pandemic crisis?
• Central government

• Local government

• Private sector

• NGOs

• Citizens

• International organizations

• Think tanks



POWER/INFLUENCE OF ACTORS 
(ACTORS AND POINTS/STAGES OF INFLUENCE)
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Source: Theodolou & Kofinis, 2004: 56.



POWER/INFLUENCE OF ACTORS 

POWER/INFLUENCE POWER/INFLUENCE ON ISSUES

ONE ISSUE MULTIPLE ISSUES

POWER/INFLUENCE 
OVER PROCESS

ONE POINT/ STAGE
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MULTIPLE ISSUES AT 
MULTIPLE POINT/ STAGE

Source: Theodolou & Kofinis, 2004: 55.



INFLUENTIAL ON ONE ISSUE AT ONE POINT/ STAGE???



INFLUENTIAL ON ONE ISSUE AT ONE POINT/ STAGE???



IDENTITY OF ACTORS

IDENTITY INSTITUTIONALITY
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Source: Theodolou & Kofinis, 2004: 55.



Government (Levels)

• Federal Systems (United States, Germany, Russia…)
• Federal Government Level
• State Government Level (California, Florida…)
• Local Government Level

• Unitary Systems (Turkey, France…)
• National Government Level
• Local Government Level (Municipalities, villages)

• Systems with Regions (Spain…)
• National Government Level
• Regional Government Level (Catalonia, Basque Region…)
• Local Government Level





Government (Separation of Powers)

• Legislature
• One chamber (Turkish Parliament) vs. Two chambers (Senate and House of 

Representatives in the US)

• Legislative Commitees

• Judiciary
• Hierarchy of Norms

• Executive
• President

• Cabinet



Members of Parliament (MPs)

•Channels of effect on public policies
• Law-making/legislative process

• Representation of their voters

• Oversight of government agencies
• Through budgets

• With the help of reports from the Court of Accounts





Parliamentary Commissions and Their Staff
• Experts helping the members of the Parliament







President

• Duties of Powers (Article 104 & 146 of the Constitution)-Some Examples

1. Executive 
• He/she shall appoint and dismiss the deputies of the President of the Republic and 

the ministers.

• He/she shall appoint and dismiss the high ranking public executives.

2. Legislative
• He/she shall promulgate laws.

• He/she shall send laws back to the Parliament to be reconsidered.

3. Judiciary
• The President of the Republic shall appoint several members of the Supreme Court.



The president appoints and dismisses the ministers.



Influence of Lobbyists
• Elements of Lobbyists’ Influence

• Experience
• Years in the advocacy profession

• Access
• Close professional and personal relationships with people

• Expertise
• Level of knowledge & skill in understanding the policy process & develop winning

strategies

• Resources
• Money and capabilities available to the lobbyist

• Character
• Integrity of character?

Source: Theodolou & Kofinis, 2004: 70-71.





Media

• Importance: «Information is power»
• Affecting/manipulating public opinion & agenda via constant access to

citizens

• Closeness to the institutional actors
• Ideological positions of media outlets

• Type of Media
• Traditional Media: Newspapers, radio and TV stations…

• New Media: Internet forums, blogs, social media platforms…



Media Misleading the Public on Policy Issues





A List of Think Tanks in Turkey

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_think_tanks

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_think_tanks


A Think Tank Analysis about Universal Basic Income


