
KAY 493 
Comparative 
Public Policy

Week 1

• Why Compare Public Policies?

• Why learn lessons from abroad? 

Dodds, Chapter 1 + Rose, Chapter 1 



Why Compare 
Public Policies?

• Better solve policy problems

• Learn from others

• Free lessons of how to solve problems

• Teach others



Why Compare 
Public Policies?

• Comparison places the status quo in perspective.

• Comparative public policy can help us to 
understand and explain why divergent policies are 
adopted in different contexts, and why they lead to 
a variety of outcomes. 

• Comparison implicitly places nations in 
competition with each other.



Educational Benchmarking:
OECD Program For International Student Assessment (PISA)



Abortion Law Divergence in US States



Policy 
Divergence and 
Convergence

• Even amongst relatively similar countries with 
apparently identical aims, we find radically 
divergent policy approaches. 

• National, regional and local governments thus 
adopt a bewildering variety of approaches towards 
similar policy problems.



Questions
1. Why the political and administrative 
systems of European Union countries 
converged over time?

2. Why the the political and administrative 
systems of the United Kingdom and United 
States diverged after the US gained its 
independence from the UK in 1776?



Dimensions of 
Comparison

• Geographical Dimension

• Comparing policy in different nations

• Time Dimension

• Technological Dimension



Examples of Dimensions

• Time Dimension

• What can we learn about how to deal with 
pandemics from the COVID-19 experience?

• Geographical Dimension

• What did Turkey learn from other countries during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic?

• Technological Dimension

• What can be learned from the simulation of 
disaster response policies regarding natural 
disasters, such as earthquakes?



Why Are Policies 
Different Across 
Nations?

• Policies, the stakeholders involved in 

designing and delivering them, and 

policy outputs and outcomes, vary 

significantly across nations.

• History, culture, geography, ideology, 

etc.



What Are Some 
Triggers of Policy 
Comparison?

• Colonialism

• Globalization

• Europeanization



Map of Colonial Empires: 
Are Their Policies Similar or Different?



Question: The Effects 
of Globalization

How did globalization affect healthcare 

policies in the 20th century due to the 

consequences of globalization in 

healthcare?



Question: The Effects of Europeanization

How did the Europeanization process 

affect education policies in Turkiye?



Policy 
Comparison 
and Crises

• The need for comparative 

analysis has become 

stronger following reactions 

to crises

• 2008 Financial Crisis

• 2019-2021 COVID Pandemic



COVID Vaccinaton Differences



Unit of 
Comparison

• Nation States

• Policy Areas/Sectors

• Organizations

• What else?



Example: 
Comparison 
of Nation-
States



Example: 
Comparion of 
States in a 
Federal System



How to Compare

• Historical

• Multi-disciplinary

• Multi-method



Comparison of Education Spending in OECD
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