	KAY 124  SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

  SPRING 2008-2009

	Lecturer: Associate Professor Mete Yıldız 
	E-mail: myildiz@hacettepe.edu.tr

	Class Time&Location: Wednesdays, 13:00-14:45, D -13 
	Telephone: 297-8725

	Office hours: Wednesdays, 14:45-16:30 or with appointment; Course Local Credit: 3, ECTS Credit: 5


Scope of the Course: This course is designed to introduce the nature and causes of individual behavior and thought in social situations that is called social behavior. It seems necessary to learn causes of social behavior that includes behavior and characteristics of other persons, cognitive processes, aspects of the physical environment, culture, and biological factors to understand motives behind social action. Therefore, the course intends to be useful for those who will select careers requiring skills in the area of human relations.
Basic Requirements: Regular attendance and participation in the class are considered two very important aspects of learning process by the instructor. The language of instruction is English.
Contribution of Each Class Activity to the Final Grade:                                                                                                     20 % Two Quizzes (2x10 points)                                                                                                                                                   30 % Mid-Term Exam                                                                                                                                                                50 % Final Exam –Attention! 50 percent of final exam is necessary for getting a pass grade.
Required Course Reading Material:  







               Aronson, E., T.D. Wilson & R.M. Akert. Social Psychology (5th Ed.), Pearson-Prentice Hall, N.J., 2005. 

COURSE SCHEDULE (This schedule is not final, it may be subject to change)

	Course #
	Date
	Subject
	Reading, which has to be read or done BEFORE class time

	1
	February 11
	Introduction of the class
	

	2
	Feb. 18
	 Introduction to social    psychology
	Aronson et al., Chapter 1 

	3
	Feb. 25
	Methodology: How social psychologists do research
	Aronson et al., Chapter 2

	4
	March 4
	Social Cognition: How we think about the social world
	Aronson et al., Chapter 3

	5
	March 11
	Social Perception: How we come to understand other people 
	QUIZ NUMBER 1: AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CLASS

Aronson et al., Chapter 4

	6
	March 18
	Self-Knowledge: How we come to understand ourselves
	Aronson et al., Chapter 5

	7
	March 25
	The need to justify our actions
	Aronson et al., Chapter 6

	8
	April 1
	MIDTERM EXAM (The date of the midterm exam can change)
	All the chapters & other course materials, covered so far, including classroom discussions

	9
	April 8
	Attitudes and Attitude Change: Influencing Thoughts and Feelings                   
	Aronson et al., Chapter 7 

	10
	April 15
	Group Processes: Influence in social groups
	Aronson et al., Chapter 9

	11
	April 22
	Interpersonal Attraction: From First impressions to close relationships
	Aronson et al., Chapter 10

	12
	April 29
	Aggression: Why do we hurt other people? Can we prevent it?  
	QUIZ NUMBER 2: AT THE BEGINNING OF THE CLASS

Aronson et al., Chapter 12

	13
	May 6
	Prejudice: Causes and cures
	Aronson et al., Chapter 13

	14
	May 13
	Review for the Final
	

	15
	The date of the final will be announced
	FINAL EXAM (May 18- 31)


	All the materials, covered so far, including classroom discussions


