	KAY 386  PUBLIC POLICY

SPRING  2008-2009

	Lecturer: Associate Professor Mete Yıldız
	E-mail: myildiz@hacettepe.edu.tr

	Class Time/Location: Wednesdays, 09:00-11:45, D-14
	Telephone: 297-8725

	Office hours: Wednesdays, 15:45-16:30, or with appointment, Course Local Credit: 3, ECTS Credit: 4


Course Description and Objectives 

This is an introductory course in public policy. The nature of public policy and how it is made will be explored by examining some of the current debates in public policy at the national and international level.  

This course will enable the students to:

· Learn the nature and basic concepts of public policy

· Use these concepts to analyze public policy problems

· Develop skills for working and problem solving in a group 

Class Policies and Assignments 

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory. Participation is much more important. As a general rule you can’t learn and participate much if you don’t come to class. And I will ask most of the exam questions from my lectures. In the case of absence, students are responsible to stay current on information regarding materials covered in class and any changes in schedule.


-One major and quick road to losing points is by talking to each other in class.  I strongly discourage people chatting in class while I’m teaching.   

Current Events Journal: There is no public policy without current events. Therefore, a significant portion of your grade (15%) will be keeping track of current events through a current events journal. You are required to write in this journal two times a week (two articles per week).  You need to submit your journal two times during the semester (8 articles per submission, for deadlines see the grading table below) together with the journal articles stapled to the assignment. 

With the second and last journal installment, you will also write a brief reflection (one to two paragraphs) of what your have learned by keeping the journal along with other insights.  You can change your topics for each installment (one change maximum) if there is no new material on the topic you first chose. I prefer you to keep the topic, though. You have to get my confirmation before you choose your topic. Unconfirmed topics by the instructor will not be accepted as homework and you may lose points. The topics we will cover in our classes, listed on the syllabus are not eligible for selection. More details on the journal will follow.   

Position Papers:  I will introduce what public policy is and how it works during the sessions before the Midterm. After the Midterm, we will be discussing a different policy issue during every session. It is imperative that you do your readings on these issues before the class in order to be ready for class discussion. So, every time you come to class after the Midterm, I want you to submit a position paper before each discussion session.  In this paper, you will explain what your position is on the discussion topic of the day (for or against, if it applies; or some other position). More details on the format and content will follow. At the beginning of each class after the midterm exam, a position paper is due. Late, e-mailed and hand-written position papers are not accepted.
Class Discussion: According to the argument that you have made in your position paper, you will sit down at a different side of the room for every discussion (Different corners for the supporters of “for”, “against” and “undecided” positions.) Being undecided is not a way of free riding; it does not free you from explaining why you think like that. 

Midterm: The midterm exam will cover the assigned readings as well as class lectures.  

Final Exam: The final exam will cover all the assigned readings as well as class lectures.  

Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the assigned day.  Late work will not be accepted.  

Textbooks

The textbooks for this class are:

1. Parsons, Wayne (1995). Public Policy: An Introduction to the Theory and Practice of Policy Analysis, Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar Publishing. 
2. Goldhamer, Herbert (1978). The Adviser, New York: Elsevier Publishing.

3. Additional readings (will be distributed by photocopy or other means)
Academic Misconduct

Cheating is not tolerated.  Those found guilty of cheating or plagiarism will receiving a failing grade in the course.   

Grades
	Assignment
	Points
	Percent of Final Grade
	Due Date

	Attendance and Participation 
	10
	10%
	N/A

	Position papers
	15
	15 % (5 papers 

x 3 points)
	Before every class after the Midterm

	Current Events Journal

(Confirm your topic with the instructor)
	
	
	As soon as possible or by Feb. 25th 

	     Installment #1 (8 Articles)
	5
	
	March 25th

	     Installment #2 (8 Articles)
	5
	
	May 6th

	     Reflection (Due with the second          installment)
	5
	
	May 6th


	     Total 
	15
	15%
	

	Midterm
	20
	20%
	April 1st (date may change)

	Final Exam
	40
	40%
	May 18th- 31st 


	Grand Total
	100
	100%
	


Tentative Daily Schedule (This might change)

	Date (2008)
	Topic
	Assignments

	1. February 11
	Introduction to the course
	Read syllabus 

	2. Feb. 18
	What is public policy?
	Read Goldhamer, pp. 7-27.

Parsons, pp. xv-xviii, 1-16. 

	3. Feb. 25
	Development of the policy approach
	-Read Parsons, pp. 16-41

-Decide your topic for journal assignment, check the topic with me first

	4. March 4
	Philosophical Framework
	Read Parsons, pp. 41-54

	5. March 11
	Analysis and the Policy Process
	Read Parsons, pp. 54-81

	6. March 18
	Public Opinion and  Public Policy, Agenda Control
	-Read Parsons, pp. 110-131.
-Description of the position-paper system and selection of the readings

	7. March 25
	Implementation 
	-Read Parsons, pp. 461-483.

FIRST CURRENT EVENTS JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT (8 NEWS) DUE   

	8. April 1
	MIDTERM EXAM (The date of the midterm exam can change)
	All the chapters and other course materials, covered so far, including classroom discussions

	9. April 8
	TO BE ANNOUNCED
	-Read Reading #1 “WILL BE DECIDED IN CLASS”, Bring your position paper to the class.

	10. April 15
	TO BE ANNOUNCED
	-Read Reading #2 “WILL BE DECIDED”, Bring your position paper to the class.

	11. April 22
	TO BE ANNOUNCED
	-Read Reading #3 “WILL BE DECIDED”, Bring your position paper to the class. 

	12. April 29
	TO BE ANNOUNCED
	-Read Reading #4 “WILL BE DECIDED”, Bring your position paper to the class. 

	13. May  6
	TO BE ANNOUNCED
	-Read Reading #5 “WILL BE DECIDED IN CLASS”, Bring your position paper to the class.

SECOND CURRENT EVENTS JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT (8 NEWS+REFLECTION) DUE   

	14. May 13
	
	Review for the final exam

	15. The date of the final exam will be announced.
	FINAL EXAM (May 18- 31)


	THE DATE WILL BE ANNOUNCED


KAY368 POSITION PAPER FORMAT

Use the other side of this sheet if necessary.

Name:_____________________________________________________________

Topic:______________________________________________________________

Date: _____________________

Identify the Problem (Two sentences maximum)

What are the alternative courses of action to solve this problem? (State at least two other alternatives in addition to doing nothing) What are the criteria to evaluate these alternatives? (State at least two criteria) Use the following table to answer these two questions.

	Alternatives
	Criterion 1: 
	C2:
	C3:
	C4:

	1. Do nothing


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Are there any externalities related to some or all of the alternatives?

Which alternative is the best available solution to our problem? Why?

Do you think that there will be any complications/ difficulties during the implementation of the solution you selected above? If yes, what are they?

PAGE  
1

